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MEDIA STATEMENT

SUBJECT: ADVANCING ELECTORAL REFORM AND DIGITAL DEMOCRACY IN PNG

The journey to reform Papua New Guinea'’s electoral process began in January 2024,
following a directive from Prime Minister Hon. James Marape to establish a single,
credible population data source and align the national electoral roll to it in
preparation for reforms leading up to the 2027 National General Elections.

To drive this work effectively, key agencies; the National Statistical Office (NSO), PNG
Civil and Identity Registry (NID), and PNG Electoral Commission (PNGEC) were brought
under my Ministry to ensure coordination and accountability.

Four major priorities guide our reform program:

Priority A: Complete the long-overdue National Population Census to establish
accurate and credible demographic data.

Priority B: Strengthen the NID system to ensure all citizens aged 18 and above are
registered and issued with NID cards. Over 2.8 million Papua New Guineans have
already been registered.

Priority C: Develop a credible electronic electoral roll using verified data from the
census and NID to eliminate ghost names, duplications, and inaccuracies.

Priority D: Transition from paper-based voting to biometric and electronic voting
systems to restore integrity and trust in our elections.

Through our research and engagement with India, Philippines, Australia, and New
Zealand, we have identified proven global best practices in technology driven
electoral systems. These countries have demonstrated that secure, verifiable, and
inclusive voting technologies can deliver elections that are efficient, transparent, and
trusted by the pubilic.

Biometric verification will ensure “one person, one vote” by using fingerprints or facial
recognition to authenticate voters and eliminate impersonation. Electronic voting will
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enhance speed, accuracy, and fransparency, delivering results within hours, reducing
errors, and ensuring every valid vote is counted securely.

The integration of these technologies will modernize our elections, enhance
accountability, and strengthen democracy. This reform is not merely about adopting
new tools but about building public trust, institutional readiness, and national
ownership of the democratic process.

Over the next three days, local and international experts, legal specialists, and
technology partners will share insights and innovations to guide PNG's path toward
implementing these systems.

Technology is not the future, it is the present. Papua New Guinea must embrace it to
ensure that every vote is protected, every citizen is empowered, and every election
reflects the true will of the people.

Thank you, and pnay God bless Papua New Guinea.
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